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Disaster Loss Data Sources

EM-DAT

Private Insurance and Re-insurance companies

ECLAC-WB: Damage and Loss Assessment methodology 

(DaLA)

National databases

 Global coverage

 Data is not freely available 

 Only analysis reports are shared

 Developed for the insurance market

 National level of observation, data with sub-national resolution.

 Heterogeneous methods, hampering global comparison.

 Not frequently updated.

 National level observation, data with sub-national resolution. 

 Consistent methodology 

 Only assesses losses from large scale (intensive) disasters

 Does not have global coverage

 Global coverage

 National level resolution
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What is DesInventar? 

Method

• Disaggregate & geo-
reference data.

• Include all types of 
disaster events

• Standardized disaster 
registration template

Software-tool

• Open-source

• Web-based version

• Enables data analysis 

• Sendai aligned version 
– global indicators for 
targets A to D

It enables a high resolution inventory level 

with the usage of record cards. 
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DesInventar Sendai Overview

• A historical database and a tool for 

collecting disaster loss data

• Modules for analysing data by hazard 

profile, time, space

• Consistent method for estimating 

economic losses – uniform across 

countries.
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DesInventar Sendai Coverage

• 73 Countries/Territories in main server 

• 37 Countries/Territories in standalone 

servers

• 554,000 approved data cards for all 

years

• 392,127 approved data cards for 2005-

2018
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Use beyond the obvious use
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Purpose/Constituents

 Policy/Programming

− National ownership 

 Business

 Research

 Advocacy
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Extensive and Intensive disasters

 Intensive disasters: high-severity, mid to low-

frequency disasters

 Extensive disasters: low-severity, high-

frequency disasters, mainly but not exclusively 

associated with highly localized hazards

100 – 1 000
1 000 – 10 000

1
1- 10
10 – 100 

> 10 000 

No data 

Extensive Intensive
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Extensive and Intensive disasters

 The impact of extensive disasters
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Thank you


